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Sole Source Determination Summary (Services)


Date:  11.30.2020

Commodity Specialist’s Name:	Michael Gress

Commodity Specialist’s Recommendation: 

[bookmark: Check2] |X| Approval Recommended       |_| Approval Not Recommended 
		
[bookmark: Text2]  If Approval is Not Recommended, agency contacted      

Agency: Department of General Services (Publications)			

Supplier Number: 528303

Supplier: Fluence Automation			

Sole Source ID Number:  39777
		
Estimated Dollar Amount:   $103,944.00


[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]Federal Funds: 	|_| Yes       |X|No

Check box below and complete Agency name if request is over $250,000

[bookmark: Check5]|_|  The Department of General Services delegates the authority to act as purchasing agency for the procurement of the service(s) listed below.

Please keep in mind that this delegation requires that you carry out this procurement according to requirements of Section 518 of the Commonwealth Procurement Code (62 Pa. C. S. 518) and to the policies and procedures outlined by DGS in the Procurement Handbook.

Services: 
Maintenance for Apex Criterion Letter Sorter

Agency Summary:
Letter sorter with specific proprietary integrity and software requirements. "Priority Service Plus” maintenance for our Sorting product includes monthly Preventive Maintenance Inspections, all labor, and all parts during your “Contracted Period of Maintenance” which is 8:30A-5:00P Monday- Friday. The maintenance is needed because without it agencies are in danger of being non-compliant to federally mandated deadlines and Pennsylvanians could lose essential benefits, such as Medical Benefits and other Assistance. Maintenance includes repair, troubleshooting, parts and essential software upgrades and data to keep the letter sorting machine operational. Also, due to integrity programming this work cannot be performed by any other equipment in the commonwealth. The service was procured through Bell & Howell previously, under the initial equipment purchase. Reference PO 4300458605. Bell & Howell sold their sorting division to Fluence Automation.

[bookmark: Text11]Procurement Summary:  
Approval recommended:
These IT services cannot be procured off of the Commonwealth statewide contract 44000014325 as Fluence Automation is the only known source to provide the level of service and repair due to the specific proprietary integrity and software requirements.
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